Trans-metatarsal amputation as a complication of child sexual abuse.
A case of chronic physical abuse and acute sexual abuse via anal penetration complicated with disseminated intravascular coagulation (DIC), acute respiratory distress syndrome (ARDS), and subsequent bilateral trans-metatarsal amputation is reported. A 13-year-old male presented with old cigarette burns on his chest and acute anal laceration. Four days after laceration repair, he developed DIC and ARDS. The child had to undergo bilateral trans-metatarsal amputation. Due to the systemic defects of the child protection system in Turkey, sexual and physical abuse were recognized by medical personnel 45 days after admission, child protective services never got involved, and prosecution failed to punish the perpetrator(s) of this extreme victimization. This is the only reported case of bilateral trans-metatarsal amputation due to sexual abuse complicated with DIC and ARDS. Social and medico-legal management of sexual abuse is suboptimal in Turkey. Within that context, professionals should be trained on how to recognize, assess, diagnose and manage victims of child abuse and neglect.